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There’s no contest. Girl Scouts is the best leadership program for girls. Our program is time-
tested, research-backed, and our all-girl environment creates a space, unlike any other, where 
girls can feel confident to be themselves and develop new skills. We proudly own the ‘Girl’ in 
Girl Scouts. Since our inception, Girl Scouts has been about putting girls front and center, 
ensuring that everything we do is with their best interests in mind and equips them to be the 
fearless leaders and change-makers our more than 50 million alums prove themselves to be. 
For 106 years, Girl Scouts has prepared girls with essential leadership skills and provided them 
with a supportive network of girls and women who can face any challenge, from the wilderness 
to the boardroom, with confidence, compassion, and success. Our focus has always been and 
always will be girls. 

Recently, Boy Scouts has developed a new agenda to ‘let’ girls in to assist with their declining 
membership. Now more than ever, we have a unique opportunity to elevate the importance and 
value of Girl Scouts. 

In this toolkit, you will find highlights about our program, talking points, FAQs, and solutions for 
any conflicts you may face with this competitive agenda. If you have any questions or issues to 
report, please email, GirlScoutProud@GirlScoutsToday.org.   

The Girl Scout Difference 

Did you know? 

• 100% of all female U.S. Secretaries of State were Girl Scouts. 
• 90% of all female astronauts were Girl Scouts. 
• 80% of all female tech leaders were Girl Scouts. 
• 80% of all female business owners were Girl Scouts. 

Girl Scouts is proven to help girls thrive in five key ways as they:  

• Develop a strong sense of self.  
• Seek challenges and learn from setbacks.  
• Display positive values.  
• Form and maintain healthy relationships. 
• Identify and solve problems in the community. 

Read “A Case for G.I.R.L.S: The Girl Scout Impact,” for research from the Girl Scout Research 
Institute (GSRI) about our impact in education, financial stability, health, leadership, and civic 
engagement.   

mailto:GirlScoutProud@GirlScoutsToday.org
http://www.girlscoutstoday.org/content/dam/girlscoutstoday/documents/Reports/FY2018%20A%20Case%20for%20Girls%20Report.pdf


Girls aren’t supporting players in our program, they’re the stars of the show. With more than 
100-years of experience, Girl Scouts is the best organization for building the female leaders of 
tomorrow.  

Our program is time-tested, research-backed and continually evolving to provide relevant 
programing for girls. Girl Scouts focuses on the four key areas of STEM, the outdoors, 
development of life skills, and entrepreneurship: 

• We recently introduced new STEM badges and are continuing to develop our program 
as the premier pipeline for the future leaders of science, technology, engineering, and 
math.  

• Our outdoor program is stronger than ever. In Girl Scouts of Eastern Iowa and Western 
Illinois, we have three camp properties, with Camp Liberty established as a state-of-the-
art summer camp facility that provides opportunities for girls at all levels in the outdoor 
progression.  

• We are extremely proud of the opportunities we provide for girls to develop their life 
skills. Through our program, girls develop grit and determination, empathy and problem-
solving skills, and the courage to take risks and follow their intuition-- the foundation for 
any successful leader. 

• While we may be most known for our delicious cookies, what people don’t know is how 
essential the sale is to expanding girls’ entrepreneurial opportunities. At a young age, 
girls don’t just learn the skills, but have the actual experience, of operating their own 
business. Through expanded partnerships with organizations like Toyota Financial 
Services, Girl Scouts are gaining the knowledge to own their future and have the 
confidence to make financial decisions.  

FAQs 

Official response: 

Without a doubt, Girl Scouts is the best leadership organization for girls. We are confident that 
our girl-centered program provides the best opportunity for all girls to thrive. Girl Scouts is the 
only organization with more than 100 years of experience, backed by proven research, on how 
to empower girls to succeed. 

We are disappointed that Boy Scouts has chosen to open its program to girls in violation of its 
charter, rather than focus on the 90% of U.S. boys not currently served by Boy Scouts. We 
believe strongly in the importance of the safe, all-girl, girl-led, and girl-friendly environment that 
Girl Scouts provides. 

Why did Boy Scouts make this decision? 

Many youth organizations are facing a decline in membership in recent decades. Competitive 
markets create more options for kids. While Boy Scouts may explore new markets by “allowing” 
girls to now take part in their historically exclusive activities, Girl Scouts will remain competitive 
by offering new opportunities for girls. Our program has always strived to keep up with modern 
demand. Our traditions have led us through a fast-paced future by applying our values to new 
badges, events, opportunities, and activities.  

 



What does the new Boy Scout agenda mean for Girl Scouts? 

Girl Scouts remains the best leadership development organization for girls. No other 
organization brings together our time-tested, research-backed methods with modern 
programming that speaks to today’s girls. For more than 100 years, Girl Scouts has provided a 
safe, inclusive environment for girls to discover their talents and take the lead in their 
communities. We are proud of our organization’s role in history and will continue to embrace 
and amplify our impact. 

Does Girl Scouts plan to open its program to boys? 

Our program will continue to focus on building girls of courage, confidence, and character. Our 
program doesn’t just include girls, it was specifically designed for girls.  

Why is a single-gender environment still needed? 

We are strong believers in the benefits of offering girls opportunities to learn and thrive in a 
single-gender environment. This safe space offered by Girl Scouts fosters collaboration instead 
of competition and promotes support among girls, enabling them to stretch beyond their limits 
and transfer valuable knowledge and skills to any environment, both now and in the future.  

While women and girls have made strides in society since the inception of our program (before 
women could even vote!), it still remains a man’s world. Research shows that girls are much 
more likely to try new things-- a foundation of our program-- in a single-gender environment. We 
will continue to make sure that our program is focused on tested outcomes to ensure that girls 
continue to make achievements in society.  

Why don’t Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts combine? 

Our organizations have a history of combining forces to provide programming and services for 
the community. However, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts still remain two distinct and separate 
organizations. With the decision of Boy Scouts to proceed in another direction, our local council 
is evaluating existing partnerships. 

Does Girl Scouts have the equivalent of the Eagle Scout Rank? 

The Gold Award is the highest award a Girl Scout can achieve and is a distinguished honor. 
Gold Award Girl Scouts earn this achievement by passing rigorous guidelines to develop a 
sustainable change in her community, beyond a service project. Recent Gold Award 
achievements range from establishing a new confidence-development program for elementary 
and middle-school students in an entire school district to testing and promoting new methods to 
assist people suffering from dementia.  

Gold Award Girl Scouts earn college scholarships, enter the military at a higher rank, and—most 
importantly—are committed to creating a better future for their entire community. 

Do Boy Scouts have more opportunities in the outdoors? 

While Boy Scouts is known for the outdoors, our program is just as competitive. We have 
premier camp properties and events, our badges progress girls through a comprehensive 
outdoor progression, and Girl Scouts are getting outdoors in ways you wouldn’t believe. From 



teenagers whitewater rafting in Colorado to kindergarteners planning their first campout, Girl 
Scouts are strong leaders in the outdoors.  

In fact, we provide opportunities beyond the outdoors, building a more well-rounded program. 
Kids need a variety of experiences to develop the skills needed to be a successful adult. That is 
why the Girl Scout Program focuses on the four pillars of STEM, the outdoors, life skills, and 
entrepreneurship.  

How can I support Girl Scouts? 

We are asking you to support our program with your unique skills and assets! Let your family 
and friends know the amazing accomplishments your Girl Scout has made in the program. Find 
opportunities for your troop to get out in the community and be seen as making the world a 
better place. Pledge your support through a financial contribution and provide the resources to 
give more girls the opportunity to unleash their inner G.I.R.L. (go-getter, innovator, risk-taker, 
and leader). Whatever ways in which you can promote the strength of our program, we 
appreciate your dedication to building girls of courage, confidence, and character.  

What do I do if someone asks my Girl Scout about Boy Scouts? 

Help your Girl Scout stand strong and feel confident that the sisterhood of her troop is the best 
place for her, and all girls. Explain that Girl Scouts is, and always will be, a place for her. Have 
her share why she loves Girl Scouts and the accomplishments she has made in the program. 
She should feel proud to be a Girl Scout and know that any diminishment of her experience is 
not acceptable or accurate. 

Where should I send any information that should be addressed by the council? 

Send any questions, feedback, or reports to GirlScoutProud@GirlScoutsToday.org. Someone 
from our council staff will reach out and address the situation. From aggressive conduct at 
school functions to use of our logo and likeness, please share with the Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Iowa and Western Illinois council.  

 

Thank you for believing in the power of G.I.R.L. Without your support and dedication, there 
wouldn’t be millions of women and girls standing strong and making the world a better place. 
There’s no contest. Girl Scouts is the best leadership program for girls. Our program is time-
tested, research-backed, and our all-girl environment creates a space, unlike any other, where 
girls can feel confident to be themselves and develop new skills. 
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